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Alabama Robotics Technology Park educates and trains 

in robotics and automation technology	
	

“Jobs! Jobs! Jobs! It is our mission to create jobs, grow business, and create a highly trained and 
educated workforce.”  
 
That’s what Terry Griffin, Robotics Technology Park (RTP) Director, told elected officials and business 
leaders from across the region at the official grand opening and ribbon cutting for the Advanced 
Technology Research and Development Center, Phase II of the RTP, on August 24.   
 
“The vision of former Alabama Governor Bob Riley, the RTP is a collaborative effort between the 
state of Alabama, Calhoun Community College, AIDT, which is Alabama’s workforce training 
agency, and robotics industry leaders across the nation,” says Ed Castile, AIDT Executive Director.  
“The mission of the RTP is to provide a technically trained, highly-skilled, and educated workforce 
for current and future automation and robotics technologies, to assist public and private entities in 
developing new robotics systems and technologies, and to promote the growth and expansion of 
companies through new robotics technologies.” 
 
When complete, the $73 million, first of its kind-in-the-nation robotics technology park will consist of 
three individual training facilities, each targeted to a specific industry need.  
 
“With the opening of Phase II, Alabama’s RTP is poised to emerge as a key player in robotics 
research, development, test evaluation, training and education to support national security, 
manufacturing, space technology, and humanitarian efforts,” said Griffin, a retired colonel.  
 
“Contrary to the notion of  robotics taking jobs away from America, robotics and unmanned systems 
will be crucial to the re-vitalization of our economy, to stimulating business growth, and to the 
generation of revenue to pay for government, education, national security and, infrastructure,” he 
added. 
 
RTP’s second phase, a 39,000-square-foot, $8.3 million building, will be used for the research, 
development and testing of leading edge robotics used for military projects, space exploration, and 
manufacturing.  Based on input from potential customers, the center houses four large shop bays  
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with Internet connectivity, electricity and roll up doors which lead to substantial outdoor testing 
areas, including a one-mile paved surface and off-road surfaces with water obstacles, that will 
facilitate development and analysis in a variety of environments. 
 
Potential customers and guests watched through the glass walls and on video monitors as Mesa 
Robotics demonstrated an ACER robot on an outside test site just a few feet from the center where 
guests had gathered for the opening. The robot, a remote-controlled flail, is used to clear land mines 
that kill 15,000 to 20,000 people every year in war zones. Other robots moved about the test site, 
including one that climbed a set of stairs and entered the building’s second floor balcony without 
assistance. 
 
A ribbon cutting for the Park’s first phase, a $17.6 million, 63,385-square-foot Robotic Maintenance 
Training Center, was held last November.  Phase I is home to several major robotics and 
programmable logic control (PLC) partners and is equipped with over $40 million in state-of-the-art 
equipment.  AIDT instructors along with their Robotics and PLC partners currently conduct short 
term, non-credit training classes in the facility. Calhoun Community College will begin offering 
credit courses toward a certificate or associate’s degree in robotics at the center this fall. 
 
Although Calhoun is the education partner at RTP, they work in collaboration with other colleges and 
universities in the region and they will be able to send students to the center for advanced robotics 
training. Calhoun President Marilyn Beck said the center will provide internships which are usually 
available only at larger universities. “This project ensures that the state of Alabama will continue to be a 
leader in workforce and economic development, both of which are keys to our state and national 
economies,” said Beck. 

“The Alabama RTP provides a state-of-the-art facility where our students can be educated to become 
successful members of the workforce while training in a cutting-edge technology,” said Dr. Freida Hill, 
chancellor of the Alabama Community College System. “The RTP will have a direct impact on the 
citizens of the State of Alabama and positions us to be on the forefront of technological advancement. 
Alabama will be the state that others look to as a model,” she added. 
 
Gov. Robert Bentley said the center plays a unique role in the state’s efforts to attract industries to 
Alabama and its commitment to create jobs.  Alabama is already ranked “number one” in workforce 
development training and now the state has a robotics center that is “second to none,” according to 
Bentley. “Most companies use robotics and when they see this facility they realize Alabama is ahead of 
the game,” said Bentley.  “As I talk to other governors around the south and across the country, they 
don’t have anything like this,” he told guests at the opening. 

The park has generated considerable interest from businesses and industrial development groups and 
has become a valuable recruiting incentive to relocate to the area, according to the director of AIDT.  
“This adds another powerful recruiting weapon to our arsenal,” said Castile. “The RTP will bring high-
demand, high-skill, high-wage jobs to the area.” 
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Gov. Bentley pledged his commitment to find funding for the third and final phase of the RTP, currently 
an unfunded project.  The Integration and Entrepreneurial Center will be a collaborative consolidation 
of technology involving higher education and industry and will allow companies to build and adapt 
robots to new industries.  The cost of Phase III is estimated at approximately $8 million and if funded, 
could foresee a possible groundbreaking as early as 2012. 

“The economic recovery of this state and the nation depends on our ability to meet the educational and 
technological needs of our current and future workforce and the Alabama RTP is our investment in 
ensuring that those needs are met,” said Chancellor Hill during the Phase II ribbon cutting. 
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